
Why choose Town Topics?
Because for 75 years, the residents of Princeton have chosen us.

We are the paper Princeton reads.
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Distribution:
Princeton Magazine
Urban Agenda Magazine
Town Topics Newspaper

Town Topics is distributed to:

• EVERY HOME in Princeton
•  Select routes in Pennington, 

Hopewell, Montgomery,  
Skillman, Rocky Hill, Kingston, 
Lawrenceville, and Princeton  
University Eating Clubs

•  Bulk drops at 150 retail and 
business locations, medical 
offices, hotels and senior 
communities. 

 Full digital version available online and 
e-blasted out weekly! 

The quality of Town Topics is unsurpassed by our competitors,  and this quality 
is something the Princeton area knows and expects. Be a part of something 
you’re proud of. Be seen in Town Topics.

Town Topics has been Princeton’s weekly community newspaper since 1946. We 
are proud of our 75-year legacy of being the go-to newspaper for Princeton  
residents. Each issue of Town Topics explores our town’s local news, arts &  
culture, events, personalities, sports, real estate, and more.
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Princeton’s Weekly Community Newspaper 
Since 1946…

The first issue of Town Topics was delivered to 
homes and businesses via the Princeton Post 
Office on March 15, 1946. The approximately 
3,400 copies were printed on both sides of a 
10” x 3.2” piece of paper, which was folded 
together like an oversized train timetable.

Back then there was no Town Topics office 
— the editorial and advertising were carried 
around in two briefcases and delivered once  
a week for printing. 

From these humble beginnings Town Topics 
grew to become a Princeton institution,  
serving the community as its premier  
newspaper for more than 73 years. It is  
now delivered to every home in Princeton  
and select routes in Pennington, Hopewell, 
Lawrenceville, Montgomery, Skillman,  
Rocky Hill, and Kingston. It is also delivered 
in bulk to various locations, and can be  
found online at towntopics.com.

Town Topics reports on area news, politics, 
education, arts, culture, sports, and breaking 
events. Quality reporting — true to our roots 
— keeps readers engaged page after page, 
week after week.
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Town Topics has moved from its most 
recent home on Witherspoon Street to 
the historic Union Line Building in Kings-
ton. 

“We outgrew our office on Witherspoon 
Street,” said publisher Lynn Adams 
Smith. “The move doubles our square 
footage, giving us ample storage for 
magazines and newspapers, and triples 
our number of parking spaces; it not only 
meets our current needs, it gives us room 
to expand.”

The move also takes Princeton’s Com-
munity Newspaper back into an historic 
building of similar vintage to the one it left 
eight years ago when it relocated from 4 
Mercer Street. Town Topics had occu-
pied the red-brick building that had previ-
ously been Priest’s Pharmacy, for most of 
the years since its founding in 1946 until 
2007. Even today the site is referred to as 
“the old Town Topics building.”

That building and the paper’s new 
location stand almost as bookends to 
Princeton, one at the southern end of 

Nassau Street close to the intersection 
with Route 206 and the other on Route 
27 just beyond the northern end of town 
at the crossroads in Kingston.

Founded by Princeton University grad-
uates Donald Stuart and his brother-in-
law Dan Coyle together with Don’s wife 
Emily and Dan’s wife Mary, Town Topics 
was run as a family business until it was 
sold to current publisher Lynn Adams 
Smith in 2001.

Ms. Smith took over the running of 

Town Topics Moves to New Home in Kingston

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 9

the paper with the help of a small group 
of newspaper employees and Princeton 
architect J. Robert Hillier, as investors. 
“I will always be appreciative that Jeb 
Stuart trusted me to carry on the Town 
Topics tradition and grateful to Bob for 
his support,” said Ms. Smith. 

Having assured its former owners 
that Town Topics would retain its in-
dependence and not become part of 
a chain, Ms. Smith has maintained the 

At a meeting of Princeton’s Board of 
Health on April 21, the public will have 
an opportunity to comment on an ordi-
nance that would prohibit the sale of to-
bacco and nicotine delivery products to 
anyone under the age of 21. Introduced 
and unanimously approved by the Board 
last month, the ordinance is focused on 
cigarettes and e-cigarettes (electronic 
cigarettes), other smoking devices and 
forms of tobacco.

The ordinance would be enforced by the 
town’s Department of Health. Any retailer 
caught selling the products to those under 
21 would be charged $250 for the � rst 
violation, $500 for the second, and $1,000 
or more for subsequent violations.

“Princeton has always been at the 
forefront of prevention, especially when it 
comes to smoking and public health,” said 
Jeffrey Grosser, the town’s Health Officer. 
“This is one of those things that has so 

Ordinance Prohibiting
Sale of Tobacco Products
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PRINCETON COMES TO KINGSTON: Town Topics staff take time out from unpacking boxes and setting up their desks in the new space that the newspaper is rent-
ing in Kingston. Pictured from left, back row: Monica Sankey, Cybill Tascarella, Jennifer Covill, Matt DiFalco, Steve Marks, Jeff Tryon, Linda Arntzenius, Julie 
Gonzalez-Lavin, Stuart Mitchner, Bill Alden, Anne Levin, Samantha Eng; front row: Kendra Russell, Sarah Gilbert, Gina Hookey, Lynn Adams Smith, Melissa Bilyeu, 
Robin Broomer, Taylor Smith. Not pictured: J. Robert Hillier; contributing editors Jean Stratton, Kam Williams, Donald Gilpin, Nancy Plum; and photographers 
Charles Plohn, Emily Reeves, and Frank Wojciechowski. (Photo by Charles Plohn)

called it “an inestimable treasure; work-
ing materials from the most important 
philosopher of reading of our times.” 

“And all of that is before we’ve even 
� nished bringing all the books out of their 
international shipping crates,” said librari-
an David Mangier, who works in  collection 

Princeton University Library Acquires
Jacques Derrida’s Personal Library

The personal working library of famed 
deconstructionist philosopher Jacques 
Derrida (1930-2004) arrived at Princeton 
University’s Firestone Library just three 
weeks ago and scholarly blogs and so-
cial media sites are already buzzing with 
the news. 

One Columbia University professor has 

See our ad on the Home Improvement page.
Page 35.

38 East Broad Street
Hopewell, NJ

(609) 333-0610

WeMoved
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Por to Trunk Show
Thurs,  Fr i  and Saturday

See our  ad on page 6 .

The 19th-century brick edifice at 4 Mercer Street was originally located at 
1 Nassau Street in 1878, and was then home to Priest’s Drugstore. Still known 
to many as the “old Town Topics building,” it was restored by its owner, 
Princeton University, in 2013. Currently it is utilized as office space and  
faculty housing for the University.
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January 6
School Open House

Get Healthy

Luxury Living 

Senior Living

January 13
Best Of Princeton

January 20
January 27
Gameday

February 3
Valentine’s Day

Product Spread

STUDENTS’ GUIDE TO SUMMER 
BOOKLET

February 10
Family Health

Luxury Living

Summer Camp Guide

Meet The Top Agents 

February 17
Summer Camp Guide

February 24
Winter-Spring

Best of Princeton

March 3
Hopewell/Pennington

March 10
Luxury Living 

March 17
Eat Fresh

Open Houses In Real Estate

March 24
Summer Programs

Best Of Princeton

Spring Into Health

Easter/Passover

March 30
Easter

Kingston

April 7
Luxury Living

April 14
Spring Into Action — 
Things To Do This Spring

April 21
Summer Programs

Communiversity

Discover Flemington and Ringoes

BEST OF HOME &  
REAL ESTATE BOOKLET

April 28
Mother’s Day

Best of Princeton

May 5
Health & Wellness/National  
Nurses Week

Mother’s Day

May 12
Eat Fresh

Luxury Living 

May 19
Memorial Day

May 26
Summer Real Estate

Best Of Princeton

PRINCETON AT ITS BEST 
BOOKLET

June 2
Special Needs Section

June 9
Luxury Living 

June 16
Hot For Summer

SUMMER GUIDE BOOKLET

June 23
Best Of Princeton

June 30
Automotive

July 7
Eat Fresh 
Luxury Living 

July 14
Summer Tent Sale 
Summer Wellness

July 21
Summer Tent Sale 

July 28
Best Of Princeton

August 4 
August 11
Luxury Living 

Save the Date 
Special Needs Resource

August 18
Back To School Guide

TT Readers’ Choice Awards

August 25
Back To School Guide

TT Readers’ Choice Awards

Best Of Princeton

September 1
School Open House

Montgomery Page

September 8
Luxury Living 

School Open House

September 15
Health & Wellness

Fall Festivals

BEST OF FALL BOOKLET

September 22
Education Feature

September 29
Best of Princeton

October 6
Breast Cancer Awareness/
Women’s Health

October 13
Fall Home/Luxury Living 

Meet The Top Agents

October 20
Halloween

October 27
Best Of Fall

Best Of Princeton

Halloween

November 3
Senior Living

Non-Profit Special

November 10
Thanksgiving

Luxury Living

Real Estate—Home  
For The Holidays 

November 17
Thanksgiving 

November 24
Small Business Saturday

Home For The Holidays Section

Christmas Tree Directory  
Best Of Princeton

‘TIS THE SEASON BOOKLET

December 1
Health & Wellness

Perfect Holiday Gifts 
Life Decisions

Holiday Pet Directory

December 8
Holiday Home

Gift Certificates

December 15
New Year’s Eve

Last Minute Gifts

December 22
Welcome 2020

Real Estate—”Saying Thanks”

December 29
Best of Princeton

TT Readers Choice

Year in Review

2021 Advertising Calendar:  
Promotional specials that REALLY grab attention



Open: $19.70/column inch
4/5x:  $16.69/column inch

13 weeks: $15.81/column inch
26 weeks:  $14.95/column inch
52 weeks:  $13.25/column inch

Space Reservations: Friday, 5 p.m.  Art Deadline: Monday, Noon
Send artwork submission to art@towntopics.com   *High-resolution PDF format is preferred.

Color Included

Position Guarantee: first 11 pages + 20% for full page; + 30% less than full page.

Display & Real Estate Ads: Charles R. Plohn, Advertising Director 
charles.plohn@witherspoonmediagroup.com  |  609.924.2200 ext. 27 

Classified Ads:  classifieds@towntopics.com  |  609.924.2200 ext. 10

Columns/Inches
1 col = 1.625 in
2 col = 3.3611 in
3 col = 5.0833 in
4 col = 6.8333 in
5 col = 8.5833 in
6 col = 10.3333 in

Percentage of Page
Full Page 96 column in ... 6x16
3/4 Page 72 column in .... 6x12
1/2 Page 48 column in .... 4x12, 6x8, 3x16
1/4 Page 24 column in .... 4x6, 3x8 
1/6 Page 16 column in .... 4x4, 2x8
1/8 Page 12 column in .... 3x4, 2x6

Complimentary ad design/resizing services are available!

Cover Box: Full-Color Front Page Position!
3.36in x 1.69in 
$250 per block

10.333 x 1.69in 
$700 banner

2021 Print Ad Rates



1 col = 1.625 in

2 col = 3.3611 in

3 col = 5.0833 in

4 col = 6.8333 in

5 col = 8.5833 in

6 col = 10.3333 in

Full Page
6 columns x 16”
10.3333” x 16”

1x $1,892
4/5x $1,604
13 weeks $1,518 
26 weeks $1,436 
52 weeks $1,273

1/2 Page Horizontal
6 columns x 8”
10.3333” x 8”
1/2 Page Vertical
3 columns x 16”
5.0833” x 16”

1x $947
4/5x $802
13 weeks $759 
26 weeks $718 
52 weeks  $637 

1/6 Page
4 columns x 4”
6.8333” x 4”

1x  $316
4/5x  $268
13 weeks  $253
26 weeks  $240
52 weeks  $212

1/8 Page Vertical
2 columns x 6”
3.3611” x 6” 
1/8 Page Horizontal
3 columns x 4”
5.0833” x 4”
1x  $237
4/5x  $201
13 weeks  $191
26 weeks  $180
52 weeks  $160

1/3 Page
4 columns x 8”
6.8333” x 8”

1x  $631
4/5x  $535
13 weeks  $507
26 weeks  $479
52 weeks  $424

2 columns x 5”
3.3611” x 5”

1x  $198
4/5x  $168
13 weeks  $159
26 weeks  $150
52 weeks  $516

Business Card
2 columns x 2”
3.3611” x 2”

1x  $79
4/5x  $67
13 weeks  $64
26 weeks  $61
52 weeks  $54

Front Page Single 
Cover Box

3.36” x 1.69”
$250

Front Page Banner

10.333” x 1.69” 
$700
Includes Full Color

1/4 Page Vertical
3 columns x 8”
5.0833” x 8” 
1/4 Page Horizontal
4 columns x 6”
6.8333” x 6”
1x  $474
4/5x  $402
13 weeks  $380
26 weeks  $359
52 weeks  $318

Rates are per week

2021 Advertising Specifications



Website Advertising
Our websites offer information about our region’s rich history, culture, arts, dining, 
entertainment, and personalities—in addition to access to our archives. We’ve recently 
redesigned our websites to showcase articles and advertisements in a clean, easy-to-read, 
and mobile-ready online format.

Ad Sizes: 
HORIZONTAL SPONSORED  
CONTENT: CUSTOMIZED EDITORIAL
620 pixels wide x 350 pixels high 
$500/month; $150/week

HORIZONTAL AD:
620 x 350 pixels
$300/month; $100/week

BUTTON AD:
369 x 200 pixels
$150/month; $50/week

SKYSCRAPER AD:
369 x 700 pixels
$300/month; $100/week

ONLINE VIDEO POST:
Just provide us with the  
embed code for your video 
$500/month; $150/week

A

B

C

D

E

A

B C

DE

2021 Digital Advertising



eBlast Content:

•  Please send us text and links to be included 
in your eBlast. Content can be sent to us via 
email, or sent to us as MSWord .doc/ .docx, 
or PDF.

•  HTML content can be used to create an 
eBlast but will take two days to set up the 
code properly and test.

•  We require high resolution images in the 
form of a jpg or PDF. Images should be at 
least 600 pixels wide at 72 DPI, and the 
height can vary.

• OR DESIGN YOUR OWN AD: You may 
send us your ad artwork for your eBlast as 
a high-resolution jpg or PDF. The ad should 
be at least 600 pixels wide at 72 DPI, and the 
height can vary.

$450 exclusive,  
dedicated eBlast

Email Advertising E-Blast:

Delivered directly to our subscribers’ email 
accounts, Witherspoon Media Group’s 
E-Blasts promote and highlight local 
businesses, sales, promotions, and events.

You don’t need to be a magazine subscriber 
in order to receive the E-Blasts. Anyone 
who visits any of our websites has the 
opportunity to sign up for free. 

With subscribers across all digital 
platforms, Witherspoon Media Group  
puts you in front of your ideal audience.

2021 Digital Advertising



4 Mercer Street, Princeton, NJ 08540  tel: 609.924.2200  fax: 609.924.8818  Artwork submission to art@towntopics.com
High resolution PDF preferred format. Inquiries to robin.broomer@towntopics.com or reilly.lamarche@towntopics.com.

Publisher: Lynn Smith  Office Manager: Melissa Bilyeu
Advertising Director: Robin Broomer  Advertising Manager: Lindsey Melenick
Advertising Coordinator: Jennifer Covill

Friday, 5pm

Monday, 12 noon

Open: 4'' minimum pre-paid $14.95/column inch
Introductory: 4 consecutive weeks, 4" minimum, pre-paid $12.72/column inch

5 consecutive weeks, 12" minimum, pre-paid $11.95/column inch

13 weeks: consecutive weeks, 6" minimum  $11.65/column inch
26 weeks: alt/consecutive, 6" minimum $11.35/column inch
52 weeks: consecutive weeks, 4" minimum $10.20/column inch
Monthly: 12x per year, 12" minimum $12.70/column inch

Contracts that have ful lled term may be cancelled in writing only.

Color: 1 color: $265.00; 2 color: $425.00; 4 color: $635.00. All net.
Position Guarantee: Subject to availability, + 20% for full page; + 30% less than

full page. Minimum charge $50.00. Position guarantee 
rst 11 pages.

Cover Boxes: Inside ad is required. $115.00 with 26/52 week contract;
$130.00 open rate.

Inserts: 11k minimum print; $0.13 per insert. Inserts > 10 pages
require price quotation. Reservation required. 
Please call for speci cations and delivery information.

Velox: $25.00 per print.

Contact:

Space Reservations:

Art Deadline:

2008 Media Rates:

Contract Rates:

Options:

, American Express, and Discover

305 Witherspoon Street, Princeton, NJ 08542 • tel: 609.924.2200  fax: 609.924.8818 • Artwork sumission to art@towntopics.com
High resolution PDF preferred format. Inquiries to robin.broomer@towntopics.com or lindsey.melenick@towntopics.com

2011 Media Rates: $15.85/column inch
$13.45/column inch
$12.65/column inch

$12.10/column inch
$11.75/column inch
$10.75/column inch
$13.45/column inch

Media Rates 2011

Contracts that have not fulfilled terms will be retroactively re-rated at the open rate.
Contracts that have fulfilled term may be cancelled in writing only.

Email artwork to: ART@TOWNTOPICS.COM

Upload to our FTP Server
1. Enter the following URL into a File Transfer software (Fetch or similar program): 
ftp://0323a03.netsolhost.com  
2. A pop-up menu labeled “FTP File System Authentication”  will appear and will prompt you to enter user name and password. 

Domain:  ftp://0323a03.netsolhost.com
User Name:  prinmag_advertiser
Password:  305Witherspoon!

Share larger files with Town Topics via DROPBOX, HIGHTAIL, or WeTRANSFER

PDFS

Adobe Acrobat PDF prepared as high-resolution with fonts embedded. Large files may be compressed using self-extracting compression files. 
File must be sized exactly at 300 dpi  
resolution, CMYK, with all art and fonts embedded.

All digital files should be accompanied by a matchprint proof, or color laser print.

Other Files

Jpeg and EPS files are also acceptable provided all fonts and images are included.  
Files must be sized exactly at 300 dpi resolution. Color files must be converted to CMYK. Black and white materials should be saved  
as bitmap or grayscale.

Files copied to CDs/DVDs or USB drives may be mailed or delivered to:

Town Topics Newspaper 
P.O. Box 125  (mailing address)

4438 Route 27 North (physical address) 
Kingston, NJ 08528

t 609.924.2200  |  f 609.924.8818

towntopics.com

2021 Contact
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WINTER 2019

Jhumpa Lahiri 
Princeton University’s New 
Director of Creative Writing

PM_CVR Winter2019.indd   1 12/11/19   10:49 AM
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Friends Book Sale   .  .  . 14
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2nd at MCT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 40

Continued on Page 12

In the absence of action from Washing-
ton, seven governors have created a con-
sortium of leaders and scholars, launch-
ing an “unprecedented” effort to study gun 
violence as a public health issue.

Princeton Council member Heather 
Howard, health policy expert and lecturer 
in public affairs at Princeton University’s 
Woodrow Wilson School, is one of a dis-
tinguished array of 34 scholars appointed 
to the consortium that will be pursuing the 
research agenda, “taking the best ideas 
from across the region” with a goal of “in-
forming the policy agenda,” according to 
Howard. 

New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy and 
the governors of New York, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Delaware, 
and Puerto Rico have enlisted the 34 to 
undertake “significant new research on all 
manners of gun violence, data collection, 
and analysis across multiple disciplines,” 
providing the public “with new information 
to ultimately reduce the scourge of gun 
violence,” according to last week’s an-

nouncement from Murphy’s office. 
“We’re losing young people across our 

state to the senseless epidemic of gun 
violence as Congress sits idly by on this 
issue,” Murphy said. “Those of us at the 
state and local level are taking matters 
into our own hands to curb violence in our 
communities. That’s why I’m proud to join 
my fellow governors in creating the na-
tion’s first regional gun violence research 
consortium.”

Murphy noted that 80 percent of New 
Jersey gun crimes are committed with a 
gun trafficked across state borders from 
outside the state. The announcement 
emphasizes the importance of filling the 
gap created by lack of research on gun 
violence on the federal level. 

“This groundbreaking consortium fills 
the void left by the federal government’s 
1996 ban on the use of federal funds to 
study gun violence,” the announcement 
continued, “which has obstructed re-
search efforts across the nation, includ-

Howard Joins National Gun Violence Consortium

Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 12

ing at the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the National Institutes of 
Health.”

Howard, one of five New Jersey re-
searchers in the consortium, expressed 
her excitement at the prospect of work-
ing with the nation’s first Regional Gun 
Violence Research Consortium. “This is 
really unprecedented,” she said. “We’ve 
never gotten these governors togeth-
er, sharing data, and now creating a  

The Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals (DACA) program remains alive after 
last week’s ruling by a federal judge that 
deportation protections for nearly 700,000 
undocumented immigrants, DREAMers 
brought to this country as children, must 
stay in place and the government must 
resume accepting new applications and 
issuing renewals. 

The April 24 ruling by U.S. District 
Judge for the District of Columbia John 
D. Bates declared that the federal gov-
ernment’s decision to rescind the DACA 
program was “unlawful” and based on 
“virtually unexplained” grounds, but gave 
the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS), which administers the program, 
90 days to provide a valid rationale for 
ending the program or win an appeal of 
the court’s ruling.

The ruling in response to a lawsuit 

DACA Remains For Now;
DREAMers Look For
Permanent Resolution

LEAVING THE CLOUDS BEHIND: A cold, blustery day didn’t deter the thousands of visitors who came to downtown Princeton on Sunday to enjoy the Arts Council 
of Princeton’s 48th annual Communiversity ArtsFest. The festival featured more than 200 booths and a wide variety of art, food, and live entertainment. Par-
ticipants share their favorite things about Communiversity in this week’s Town Talk on page 6. (Photo by Erica M. Cardenas)
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Tackles Food Waste
When it comes to using public funds 

for experimental projects, small cities like 
Princeton tend to play it safe. So testing out 
an ambitious idea for radically decreasing 
the town’s carbon footprint, through reduc-
ing and recycling food waste, would likely 
remain just that — an idea.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Grand OpeninG

11 princess rd, Unit L, Lawrenceville
please visit njsquashclub.com for more info

JUST SHOW Up

Free Open COUrTS
3/1-3/10

Free pLaYer
evaLUaTiOnS 

3/3 & 3/10

 New Jersey Squash Club will be hosting 
summer camps every week from 6/11-8/31

Membership starts at 
$49 per month

Visit our website: 
njsquashclub.com for info, including bios 

of our coaches, who have coached 16 
junior national champions

Thursday, May 3rd –  Saturday, May 5th
104 Nassau Street, Princeton

www.h1912.com | #h1912vintagepopup | @h1912vintage

ONE-OF-A-KIND VINTAGE FOR 3 DAYS ONLY

Come in and meet our Co-Host, Danielle Miele, 
Founder of www.GemGossip.com

I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O

Thursday, May 3rd –  Saturday, May 5th
104 Nassau Street, Princeton

www.h1912.com | #h1912vintagepopup | @h1912vintage

ONE-OF-A-KIND VINTAGE FOR 3 DAYS ONLY

Come in and meet our Co-Host, Danielle Miele, 
Founder of www.GemGossip.com

I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O

See page 3
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“Catch the Blue Wave,” “#Flip NJ Blue,” 

“Princeton Democrats United for Change,”  

“Bonnie Watson Coleman,” “Bob Menen-

dez,” “Dwaine Williamson and Eve Nie-

dergang” — political posters and lawn 

signs filled the meeting room at Suzanne 

Patterson Center last Sunday night at the 

Princeton Community Democratic Organi-

zation (PCDO) monthly gathering.

With November 6 election day fast ap-

proaching, Princeton professors and ex-

pert political commentators Sam Wang 

and Sean Wilentz told a group of about 

70 how high the stakes are, why Central 

New Jersey is a key battleground for the 

nation’s future, and what the PCDO can 

do about it.

Noting the possibility of flipping five 

congressional seats from Republican to 

Democratic in New Jersey this election, 

Wilentz, a social and political historian 

who has written widely on U.S. history, 

Bob Dylan, and slavery among other sub-

jects, described New Jersey as “ground 

zero for this election — a very important 

place.”  He added, “It really is up to us, 

and Central New Jersey, which is ground 

zero of ground zero for the national elec-

tion.  We are making history in this elec-

tion.”
All 435 seats in the U.S. House of Rep-

resentatives are at stake in this election, 

which may affect partisan control of the 

House.  Republicans are currently in the 

majority with 235 seats to 193 for the 

Democrats.  Democrats would need to 

win 23 GOP-held seats to win control of 

the House.

Wang, a professor of molecular biol-

ogy and neuroscience, a “data guy” and 

prominent expert in developing statisti-

cal methods to analyze elections, took a 

closer look at the particulars of flipping 

the House and “how you can put your ef-

forts to the most efficient use.”

Describing the current political situation 

as “the most extended period of closely 

divided government  since the Gilded 

Age,” Wang stated, “The Democrats are 

favored, but not certain, to take the House 

in this election, and the goal in the Sen-

ate is to have as many seats as possible 

Wang, Wilentz Assess Blue Wave for PCDO

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 7

looking forward to 2020.”  He pointed out 

that Democrats have only a slim chance 

to make gains in the Senate this year, but 

have significant opportunities in the 2020 

election.  

Projecting a map highlighting close 

congressional races throughout the coun-

try, Wang quickly zeroed in on six races 

that are all still up for grabs, all within 50 

miles of Princeton.  “If all these go Demo-

cratic, that would be one-fourth of the way 

towards retaking the House,” he said.

In particular, he emphasized New Jer-

sey’s 3rd and 7th Districts and Pennsylva-

nia’s 1st, which are all “on a knife’s edge,” 

with candidates divided by only one or

Following up on reports of possible 

mold and testing air quality in every 

school building, Princeton Public Schools 

(PPS) is working to implement recom-

mendations for remediation of a variety 

of mold and air quality problems.  The 

district is teaming up with its maintenance 

crew and environmental services profes-

sionals AHERA Consultants, Inc. in the 

ongoing effort.

In an October 12 letter to parents, staff, 

and students, PPS Superintendent Steve 

Cochrane described “recent steps we are 

taking to ensure the community we are 

taking this process seriously and that 

the quality of our spaces and the health 

and wellness of our students and staff 

remains our top priority.”

Yesterday, Cochrane reported, “to 

date, our operations and maintenance 

teams have completed the majority of the 

initial cleaning that could be handled in-

ternally in approximately 30 rooms across 

the district.  A professional contractor is 

beginning additional clean up efforts this 

week in approximately six rooms as rec-

ommended by our consultant.”  

The ongoing process of controlling and 

eradicating mold will continue in the com-

ing weeks, as PPS, under the direction 

of AHERA, continues “to work on any 

known or suspected contributing factors 

that could increase the potential for mold 

growth.”

The district has spent approximately 

$30,000 on consultant and contractor 

fees so far, and will be conducting post 

testing once the remediation is complete.  

“If additional concerns are brought to 

our attention, we will continue to follow 

the procedures now in place,” Cochrane 

added.  “Our consultant has been made 

available to answer specific questions 

as they arise and make recommenda-

tions, and we are committed to keeping 

the school community apprised of our 

efforts.”

In responding to what Princeton Health 

Officer Jeff Grosser called “an ambigu-

ous issue,” Cochrane’s October 12 letter 

suggested the complexity of the problem.  

“Each school building requires a unique 

and targeted response based on the 

recommendations of our consultant,” he 

wrote.  “In general, many issues identified 

can be resolved by our maintenance staff 

or a contractor.”
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OVATION-WORTHY Location
DOING GOOD: Cherry Hill Nursery School launched its Good Deed of the Month program recently at its annual Fall Festi-

val . Each month the students will focus on a different charity and “good deed .” This month they collected gently-used 

Halloween costumes that will be donated to HomeFront . The school is dedicated to building community and kindness 

one good deed at a time .  

(Photo courtesy of Cherry Hill Nursery School) 

Homeowners To Get Checks

From University Tax Case

Princeton University is mailing checks 

this week for property tax assistance to 

some 700 Princeton homeowners. The 

payments are part of a 2016 settlement 

that ended litigation challenging the Uni-

versity’s property tax exemptions.

As part of the agreement, the Univer-

sity contributed $2 million last year and 

agreed to contribute $1.6 million a year 

this year and for the following four years 

to a property tax relief fund. The fund 

will distribute annual aid payments to 

Princeton homeowners who received a 

homestead benefit under the New Jersey 

Homestead Property Tax Credit Act in the 

most recent year for which homestead 

benefits were paid by the state. The fund 

is administered by the Community Foun-

dation of New Jersey (CFNJ).

Beginning in 2011, area homeowners 

had argued that Princeton University is 

a profit-making institution and should not 

be exempt from property taxes. Two years 

ago, three days before the suit was set to 

go to trial, the University agreed to settle 

the case. Both parties asserted that they 

would have won the case in court.
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